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Dear Chairperson. 

Re: Unresolved Issue of  displaced Hmong living in Laos and Thailand 

Though the Vietnam War ended nearly 25 years ago, the genocide of  the Hmong continues to this very day 
throughout the jungles of  Phou Bia mountain and the surrounding countryside. 

In 1975. the newly formed  Lao People's Democratic Republic (LPDR) renamed the Hmong homeland region of 
Phou Bia. Muang Cha. Muang Om. and the Hmong capitol of  Long Cheng (all formerly  located in Xieng Khouang 
province), and designated this area Saysomboun Special  Zone.  No foreigners  or international monitors have been 
allowed access to this region for  the past 25 years. The LPDR has used this secluded area to launch repeated 
military assaults against these displaced Hmong. Since 1975, over 40,000 Hmong have been killed here and 
another 60.000 have been displaced into the jungles of  Phou Bia. The former  Hmong capitol of  Long Cheng lias 
been completely w iped out and is now overgrown with dense forest.  At present, there are still more than 10.000 
Hmong hiding out in the Phou Bia area waiting for  the Hmong  Kilting  Fields  to end! 

In 1979, the LPDR launched heavy military attacks and used chemical weapons against the Hmong liv ing in this 
area. Again. in June 1990. the LPDR launched more air attacks inside Saysomboun Special Zone. In February 
1998. the LPDR began another series of  artillery attacks. The war has ended but the Killing Fields of  the Hmong 
continues to this very day. Recently, the LPDR has installed 3 new military' camps at Phou Bia mountain, so the 
killing of  the Hmong people continues on and on! The Lao military has moved in and destroyed all the Hmong rice 
fields  and has turned them into mine fields.  While the UXO (unexploded ordinance) program continues in the 
nearby Plain de Jars the mining program of  the LPDR military continues in the secluded Hmong area of  Phou Bia. 
This genocide of  the Hmong people must stop. 

We arc requesting tliai international monitors, along with Hmong International Human Rights Watch, be granted 
official  unrestricted acccss to Saysomboun Special Zone so that the Hmong Killing Fields may be put to an end. 
There has been no durable solution to this problem for  almost 25 years. Why? It is because this issue has never 
been properly addressed. As a human rights organization, the U.N. must play a critical role in pressuring the Lao 
government to open up Saysomboun Special Zone. It is only with the help of  the U.N. that this issue can be 
properly resolved. 

Although the LPDR has gone all out to promote this year and the year 2000 as "Visit Laos Year" to attract the 
many foreign  tourists from  different  countries, for  the past 25 years thousands of  it's own Hmong citizens are stilt 
blacklisted and not allowed visas to enter the country ll is still impossible for  Hmong Americans to do business in 



Laos because of  the continuing discrimination by the Lao government. Those who attempt to operate a business arc 
later bamboozled out of  their investments. For those Hmong American tourists who are allowed to enter Laos, they 
are forced  or coerced by LPDR officials  to pay special "welcome taxes" and fees  whenever traveling to Hmong 
areas. 

The Hmong are still being denied equal access to education. Hmong students do not have the opportunity to travel 
abroad for  higher education even though many lowland Lao are allowed this luxury. Comparing the Hmong 
population in the U.S. to the low land Lao population in the U.S. there is a noted higher percentage of  Hmong 
possessing high level degrees. This achievement shows what great value the Hmong place on education and should 
be reflected  in the number of  Hmong candidates in Laos allowed to study abroad. 

Discrimination against the Hmong goes beyond just party politics. We have documented many cases of  high 
ranking Hmong LPDR officials  who have either been imprisoned, tortured, killed, or forced  to step down from 
their positions for  no other reason than being ethnic Hmong. Boua Chong Lee. who is currently being held in a 
Lao prison, is a good example of  this. He was the former  LPDR military leader of  Luang Prabang province until 
being forced  into retirement. He stated that "now the situation for  the Hmong in Laos is much worse than it was for 
the Hmong during French colonial times" [quoted just before  his arrest July 1995 - videotape in the possession of 
H.I.H.R.W ]. Boua Chong Lee was severely beaten then arrested just because he voiced his opinion about how the 
LPDR treats the Hmong minority. Other Hmong who are currently in jail without a fair  trial are: Vue Mai. Yang 
Va. Boua Yeng Vang. Kou Vang. Houa Lee. Michael Vang, and Da Vang These prisoners should be immediately 
released or given a fair  trial. 

The lingering problem of  the remaining 30.000 Hmong refugees  living m Thailand has not been effectively-
addressed. This is because their situation is directly related to the current political climax in Laos. The reason these 
30.000 Hmong are now living at Wat Thamkrabok (15.000), Khet Nov village. Phetchaboun (6000). Tak, Chieng 
Rai. and other provinces in northern Thailand is because they left  the UNHCR sponsored refugee  camps. Why did 
they leave the safety  of  the refugee  camps? They left  the camps because of  a legitimate fear  of  forced/coerced 
repatriation. There are also over 1300 Hmong refugees  still living in Napho refugee  camp. They too fear 
repatriation. Part of  this is due to the ongoing problems Hmong are having with their land allocations at Ban Pha 
Thao & Ban Na Saat repatriation sites. The major problem, and again I have to really stress this important point, is 
the unresolved issue of  Vue Mai's disappearance in Laos. The success of  the UNHCR's Hmong repatriation 
program rests strongly on solving this important case. Vue Mai was the former  leader of  Ban Vinai refugee  camp. 
He agreed to support the repatriation program and return to Laos only after  the UNHCR had guaranteed his and 
the other returnees safety.  By doing this he took an immense and unselfish  risk so that the UNHCR's Hmong 
repatriation program would run smoothly. 

Therefore,  it is essential that the United Nations seriously follow  up on the investigation of  Vue Mai's case. This 
can be done by first  making use of  the confidential  report Hmong International Human Rights Watch has sent 
(received by UNHCR Oct 22. 1998), which details events leading up to the moment of  Vue Mai's arrest by the 
LPDR's secret police. We are also requesting a list from  the UNHCR of  all the Hmong refugees  who have 
repatriated to Laos, so that we can check to see how they are doing. 

For almost 25 years now. the Hmong issue in Laos has never been properly addressed It is because of  this that the 
real problem of  the Hmong has never been effectively  or permanently resolved. This problem will never go away 
and unfortunately  for  the Hmong at Phou Bia. as time goes on the situation will only get worse and worse. 

Wc are requesting that the United Nations and other human rights organizations help solve this ongoing problem 
so that the displaced Hmong population can return to their Hmong homeland. 

Sincerely. 

Xiong Chuhu 
Executive Director 


